The Role of Patient-reported Outcome Measures in Post-operative Death Investigations.
Coronial investigations of post-operative deaths can play an important role in improving the quality and safety of patient care. Correctly identifying reportable deaths in the post-operative period and reporting them to the coroner is a key responsibility of medical practitioners but may be challenging, particularly when determination of unexpectedness is problematic. Patient-reported outcome measures (PROMs) have a potential role to play in assisting clinicians with better identification of these reportable deaths. Moreover, the inclusion of PROMs within coronial investigations can assist in identifying systemic failures and result in recommendations on public health and safety. In particular, PROMs could be effective in addressing the overuse of surgery which remains a major public health concern. While the role of PROMs in clinical practice has undergone extensive research, their potential use in death investigations has been overlooked. As medicine continues to transition towards a patient-centred model of care, the use of frameworks such as PROMs will become increasingly important and may also provide benefit to the process of medicolegal death investigations.